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UNENE

H University Network of
Excellence in Nuclear
Engineering

DRAFT AGENDA UNENE 2026 R&D Workshop

Four Points by Sheraton Toronto Airport Hotel
Room - Windsor Hall ABC

Day 1: Monday, December 14, 2026

UNRESTRICTED / ILLIMITEE

Time Meeting and Discussions Chair
08:00 — 08:45 Coffee/Breakfast
: . Welcome and Introductions Gina Strati
08:45 - 09:00 UNENE RAC Chair
UNENE Update
09:00 - 09:15 Jerry Hopwood, President
09:15 — 09:30 Keynote Presentation: Dan Brady (NRCan), “Update | Jerry Hopwood
' ' on Energy Strategy”? UNENE President
Panel 1: Industry Initiatives Gina (Chair TBD)
9:30 -10:30 Highlight some industry initiatives (CNL CROPS, Utility
3rd Industry)
10:30 - 11:00 Coffee break [30 Min]
ganlell 2; Appl%calgi)’lll, of Innovative Software Organized by Carlos
11:00 - 12:00 ceAnoiogIes I NLLS . . Lorencez and Ralph
Discussion of Al in nuclear from various perspectives; Stube (Conexus)
Moderator: Ralph Stube
12:00 - 12:50 Lunch [50 min]
12:50 — 12:55 Introduction to Student Sessions S,'Vr}:-&;vggig Chair
Student Symposium Presentation Session 1 Nik Popov
12:55 — 14:25 Five 18-min student presentations, including Q&A Student Symposium Chair
Presentations 1-5 (start at 12:55, 13:13; 13:31, 13:49; 13:07)
14:25 — 14:45 Coffee break [20 Min]
Student Symposium Presentation Session 2 Nik Popov
14-45— 16:15 Five 18-min student presentations, including Q&A Student Symposium Chair
) ) Presentations 6-10 (start at 14:45, 15:03; 15:21, 15:39;
16:07)
16:15-17:10 Break [50 min]
17:10 — 20:00 Student Posters and Reception with Food & Cash Bar g‘ik Popov , .
udent Symposium Chair
20:00 End of Day 1




UNRESTRICTED / ILLIMITEE

UNENE

University Network of
Excellence in Nuclear

Engineering

DRAFT AGENDA UNENE 2026 R&D Workshop
Four Points by Sheraton Toronto Airport Hotel
Room — Windsor Hall ABC
Day 2: Tuesday, December 15, 2026

Time Meeting and Discussions Chair
08:15 — 09:00 Coffee/Breakfast
. . Welcome and Introductions Gina Strati
09:00 - 09:10 UNENE RAC Chair
Student Symposium Presentation Session 3 Nik Popov
09:10 — 10:10 Ten 6-min student presentations, incl Q&A Student Symposium Chair

Short presentations 1-10 (start at 9:10, 9:16; 9:22, 9:28;
9:34, 9:40, 9:46, 9:52, 9:58, 10:04)

10:10 — 11:00 Coffee Break [50 min]

RCP Projects:

1. Ontario Tech: Allan Ghaforian and Lixuan Lu,
“New Techniques and Methodologies of Cable
Testing in Nuclear Power Plants”

11:00 - 12:00 2. McMaster: Joey Kish, “Laser Decontamination
Technologies for the Minimalization of SMR
Metallic Wastes”

3. Queen’s: Laurent Béland, “Use of Molten Salts in
Nuclear-Power Generation”

12:00 - 13:10 Lunch [60 min]

RCP Projects:

1. Ontario Tech: Hossam Gaber, “Development of
Nuclear-Waste-Treatment Technology Using an
13:15 — 14:15 Advanced Plasma Generator for SMR Applications”
2. Guelph: Khashayar Ghandi, “Negative Muons for

Canadian Nuclear Industry”
3. McMaster: Dave Novog, “Small Modular Reactor
Deployments in Ontario”

14:15 - 14:45 Coffee break [30 Min]
14:45 — 15:00 Announcement of Winners in Student Poster Jerry Hopwood
' ' Competition and Presentation Competitions UNENE President
Panel 3: Future of the R&D to Industry Pipeline Organized by Olga

Palazhchenko (Univ of

Explore the journey of (6) early career HQPs who have New Brunswick)

transitioned from R&D background to working in the

15:00 - 16:00 nuclear industry
Breakout and networking
Moderator: Olga Palazhchenko (U of New Brunswick)
16:00 End of Day 2 — Chance for Networking and Transition

to Job Fair




UNRESTRICTED / ILLIMITEE
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DRAFT AGENDA UNENE 2026 R&D Workshop

Four Points by Sheraton Toronto Airport Hotel
Room - Windsor ABC

Day 3: Wednesday, December 16, 2026

Time Meeting and Discussions Chair
07:45 - 08:45 Coffee/Breakfast
. ) . Gina Strati, UNENE
08:45 - 08:50 Welcome and Introductions RAC Chair

UNENE/OPG RCP Decommissioning Projects

1. Ontario Tech: Jennifer McKellar, “Carbon Footprint
Analysis for Nuclear Decommissioning”

2. Waterloo: Carl Haas & Giovanni Cascante,
“Digitization and Asset Information Modelling to

08:50 — 10:30 Support Nuclear Power Plant Decommissioning”

3. Ontario Tech: Glenn Harvel, “Advanced Techniques
for the Detection and Capture of Low Energy/Low 5.
Range Radioactive Species”

4. Ontario Tech: Glenn Harvel, “Assessment of
Localized Decontamination Technologies for Nuclear
Decommissioning”

10:30 — 11:00 Coffee Break [25 @uiffee Break [25 min] |

11:00 — 12:00 Panel 4: Developing Nuclear Workforce. gtrg?inlzed by Gina
-CREATE grants, NEST etc..
12:00 - 12:45 Lunch
Panel 5: Advancing Canada’s Nuclear Research Organized by: Suraj
Capacity: An Academic Perspective Persaud (McMaster U)
Panellists: Peter Keech (UofToronto), Samantha Gateman
12:45 - 13:45 (Western U), William Cook (UofNewBrunswick), Peter

Tremaine (UofGuelph), Suraj Persaud (McMaster U)
Moderator: Mehran Behazin (NWMO)

Jerry Hopwood, UNENE

13:45 Workshop Wrap-up and Thank you President




